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City Of Willamina
Minutes of the Once A Month Meeting of the City Council
April 9, 2019
6:00 PM
 
Location of Meeting:
West Valley Fire Station
845 NE Main St.
Willamina, Oregon 97396
 
Present at Meeting: Mayor Ila Skyberg
Council President Rita Baller
Councilor Theresa McKnight
Councilor April Wooden
Councilor Roberta Lawson
Councilor Craig Johnson
Councilor Bob Burr
City Manager Kenna West
Deputy City Recorder Debbie Bernard
Public Works Director Jeff Brown
Library Manager Sara Frost
Guest: (not limited to:)
Yamhill County Sheriff Tim Svenson
 
The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Willamina was called to order at 6:00 PM on April 9, 2019 at the West Valley Fire Station by Mayor Ila Skyberg. The flag salute was recited. The Deputy City Recorder took roll, and a quorum was present. 
 
I. Approval of Agenda
 
The agenda for the meeting was distributed and unanimously approved. 
 
II. Review of Previous Minutes
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved.
 
III. Consideration of Open Issues
 
1. Presentations - Proclamation - Child Abuse Prevention
Mayor Ila Skyberg
Mayor Skyberg read a Proclamation naming April 2019 National Child Abuse Prevention Month. The Proclamation certificate was presented to the Juliette House representative, Carole Joa, and President/CEO Russell Mark. 

 
2. Consent Agenda
Mayor Ila Skyberg
Mayor Skyberg asked for a motion to approve the items on the consent agenda.
Council President Baller moved to approve the items on the consent agenda. Councilor Wooden seconded the motion. Motion carried with Councilors Baller, McKnight, Wooden, Lawson, Johnson, and Burr in favor. 

Councilor Baller read all five items on the consent agenda: 
1. Check Registers-February 1 to 28, 2019 
2. Financials February 28, 2019
3. Minutes from the March 12, 2019 City Council Meeting 
4. Liquor License for New Owner of Dillon's 
5. Annual Chamber Bark Dust Sale Partnership
 
3. Wayfinding Map Grant
Mayor Skyberg asked, "Shall the City Council authorize the appointment of a technical advisory committee to provide information and feedback to the Mid-Willamette Valley Council of Governments on a wayfinding map for the City of Willamina?

MOTION: Councilor Johnson moved that the City Council appoint Councilor April Wooden and Public Works Director Jeff Brown to the technical advisory committee for the MWVCOG wayfinding map project.  Motion carried with Councilor Baller, McKnight, Wooden, Lawson, Johnson, and Burr in favor.

4. Mayor Ila Skyberg
Mayor Skyberg introduced this issue of Triangle Park change of use and then asked, "Shall the City of Council authorize the City Manager to pursue the possible change of use for the property referred to as "Triangle Park?"

MOTION: Councilor Wooden moved that the City Council authorize the City Manager to pursue a change of use for Triangle Park from a park to multi-family housing. Councilor McKnight seconded the motion. Motion carried with Councilor Baller, McKnight, Wooden, Lawson, Johnson, and Burr in favor. 
 
1. Willamina Public Library Image
Mayor Ila Skyberg
Mayor Skyberg asked, "Shall the City Council approve and adopt the attached logo for use by the Willamina Public Library?

MOTION: Councilor Lawson moved that the City Council approve and adopt the attached Willamina Public Library logo as the official logo of our Library. Councilor Burr seconded the motion. Motion carried with Councilors Baller, McKnight, Wooden, Lawson, Johnson, and Burr in favor. 


MOTION: Mayor Skyberg moved to send a thank you to all those who participated in submitting artwork on the logo design on behalf of the City Council. Councilor Baller seconded the motion. Motion carried with Councilor Baller, McKnight, Wooden, Lawson, Johnson, and Burr in favor. 

1. Council Liaison Reports
Mayor Ila Skyberg
Mayor Skyberg called for the Cemetery Committee Liaison. Councilor Baller reported that the Committee had not met. 

Chamber Liaison Wooden reported that the Chamber had several event dates: 
April 20, 2019 is the Connie Crawford Lain Memorial Bench Dedication;
April 26 & 27th is the Chamber Bark Dust Sale;
June 22 is the City Wide Cleanup Day;
July 4 is the 70th Old Fashioned 4th of July Celebration;
July 19 and 20th is the City Wide Garage Sale; and
September 14th is the Bridge the Gap event. 

YCOM Board Liaison Baller reported she did not attend the meeting. 
 
Library Liaison Lawson reported that the library brought in $400.00 on the Bingo Event. Also, the work continues on the inside remodel. 
 
1. Information Reports from City Officers
Mayor Ila Skyberg
Mayor Skyberg asked for the City Manager’s Report. The City Manager responded that would forego her report to provide additional time for the Public Hearing next on the agenda.
 
1. Public Safety Fee Public Hearing
Mayor Ila Skyberg
Mayor Skyberg closed the Regular Session and opened the Public Safety Fee Public Hearing. The Mayor read the public hearing script. 

Mayor Skyberg called upon Sheriff Svenson to speak on Yamhill County Sheriff’s Deputy Services. 

1. Sheriff Tim Svenson opened and thanked the Council for allowing him to present. The Sheriff said it was a common discussion about this time year to discuss the police services contract. He added that this year is a little different from others because in January 2019 the County signed an agreement with the Local Teamsters Union that approved an extension of the contract for three years with increases on a gradual scale totaling thirty-four percent. The raise was necessary as their office, over a relatively short period of time, lost eight employees. He said those who left based their decision on compensation.  They were unable to do the job they wanted to do for the Sheriff at the pay rate they had, so they went elsewhere. The union became aware of the problem, and together with the County sat at the table, and came to the decision of a market pay adjustment for staff across the board. What that meant was in January 2019 employees were given a six percent pay raise. The Sheriff said that the contract extension in January 2019 was absorbed strictly by the Sheriff office. On July 1, 2019, their staff will get an additional 6% plus 2 ½ percent cost of living, and then another 8.5% in 2020 and 2021 a total 34% pay raise. The Sheriff said that employees of the Sheriff’s office had not received a pay increase since 1994 except for cost of living.  

Sheriff Svenson then addresses the City of Willamina police services contract specifically. He said that they bill back the actual cost to the city for the deputies. Also, they pay the deputies’ a pay range from one to eight.  He pointed out that the contract deputies, many who have 15 years’ experience, are charged to the contract at a level 6 deputy. Sheriff’s Svenson added that the currently assigned deputies like serving the community and added that much of the overtime is not charged back to the contract. He sympathized with the City and the hard decisions they have to make. 

2. City Manager Kenna West addressed the community next and explained how government funds are identified and how they are used. She said that water and sewer funds could not be used to pay for police services. SDC system develops charges revenue is restricted and cannot be used in other funds. City Manager West also pointed directly to the total amount of money received for Yamhill and Polk county taxes that totaled $367,000. 

City Manager West commented that the current police services contract at $198,000 is paid out of the general fund where tax revenue is going. The rest of the general fund supports, administration, library, parks, cemetery, code enforcement, and museum services. City Manager West said that the new contract with increases would total $216,000 for the same coverage. Also, if the City decided to go to two deputies that would take the contract cost up to $289,000. She asked the public what services they want the City to cut if a public safety fee wasn’t approved. 

The City Manager also announced that the public hearing from this point could be handled like a town hall and the audience could ask questions. However, if the meeting were to stray, she would turn back to the public hearing where only those who signed in could speak for three minutes. City Manager West clearly stated that Police does not equal Water. She said that the police fee would not have any impact on their water billing. Adding that if you do not pay the police fee, you will not get your water turned off. City Manager West commented that the City’s ordinance would make it “illegal” in that situation to turn the water off.  Also, the police service fee may not show up on the water bill at all. It may be handled as a separate bill enclosed with the water bill as that would be most efficient instead of sending out two separate mailings. The City Manager spoke to the service the deputies have done most recently. She said they have driven out drugs and dealers in less than two years. City Manager West commented on the commendable work Deputy Skaer, and Rojo has done with 40 arrests related to drugs and 100 additional unrelated. The City Manager asked the citizens if they desire a safe place to live and explained that a “safe place to live” was one of the most desired attributes people are looking for when seeking a new community. 

A community member from the audience commented that she understands municipal budgets and supports the police but does not know where she is going to get the money to pay for it. She added that now she is taking from her savings to pay her bills. 

Another member said he was present to represent many senior citizens of the community that cannot afford the fee. 

There was a suggestion from an audience member to review ideas for options for seniors to pay the fee. An example was given that there could be a volunteer work assignment that would compensate the paying fee. 

A citizen in the audience shared that he supported the police and was a volunteer member of the police in the past.  He said that people do not see everything that the police do. He then moved into talking about a personal code enforcement issue and trailers in front yards.  City Manager West warned that it was straying from the topic.

Another member also wanted to discuss code enforcement and a neighbor who has a problem with junk. He said he has complained to the City for the last 15 years and seen no action taken to address the issue. 

3. The public did stray, and the meeting turned back to the Public Hearing. Several audience members left the meeting. 

Mayor Skyberg returned to the Public Hearing Script and called for all those who signed up to speak who were in favor and then opposed. She then asked Council if they would like to comment. 

Ginny Wymore spoke in favor of the Police Service Fee.  Ms.Wymore said that she has lived here for 40 years. She said she appreciates what the police do and shared a story when she had to call the police because of a burglar and the whole County showed up. She said she is on a fixed income and is in support of paying the fee. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Shirley Fitzgerald asked for clarification of the raise received by the Sheriff’s Department. She said she heard it was going to be 31% and tonight heard from the Sheriff that it would be 34%. City Manager West responded that the Sheriff was correct. She was also concerned about the line item on the water bill. Again, City Manager West commented that the plan was to not include the fee on the water bill if possible.   

Councilor Baller shared a story of how teens perceive their safety. She explained that when walking with her dog by the Tina Miller Center in the evening she heard teens say to each other do not walk alone.

Mayor Skyberg Closed the Public Hearing.
 
IV. Agenda and Time of Next Meeting
 
The next meeting will be held at 6:00 PM on May 14, 2019 at: 
West Valley Fire
825 NE Main St.
Willamina, Oregon 97132
   
Mayor Skyberg adjourned the meeting at 7:30 PM.
 
Minutes submitted by Deputy City Recorder, Debbie Bernard

____________________________________________________________________
 
Minutes approved by Mayor Ila Skyberg

____________________________________________________________________
April 9, 2019 City Council Regular Meeting and April 9, 2019 Public Hearing on Police Safety fee

