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City Of Willamina
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the City Council
September 29, 2016
6:00 PM
 
Location of Meeting:
West Valley Fire
825 NE Main St
Willamina, Oregon 97396
 
Present at Meeting: Mayor Ila Skyberg
Councilor Rita Baller
Councilor Theresa McKnight
Councilor Robert Burr
Councilor Heather Stritzke
Councilor Katie Vinson
City Manager Robert Sivick
City Recorder Debbie Bernard
Public Works Director Jeff Brown
News Register Reporter Paul Daquilante
Guest In The Audience
Craig Johnson 
Doug Colton
Shirley Fitzgerald
Michiel Fitzgerald
 
The regular meeting of the City Council of City of Willamina was called to order at 6:00 PM on September 29, 2016 at West Valley Fire by Mayor Ila Skyberg.
 
I. Approval of Agenda
 
The agenda for the meeting was distributed and unanimously approved. 
 
II. Review of Previous Minutes
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved.
 
III. Consideration of Open Issues
 
Public Input
Mayor Ila Skyberg
Mayor Skyberg asked Craig Johnson to speak and state his name and address as he signed in for public comment. Craig stated his address at 482 NE B. St, Willamina, OR.
Craig said he had several concerns.
He commented on the painting of the Library and asked if it was a grant that paid to paint the library. Craig wanted to know where the Municipal Court would be held if we move our Council meetings to West Valley Fire. 
He asked if City Council was meeting at West Valley Fire permanently.
The Mayor asked Debbie to respond. The City Recorder responded that she had a request in to West Valley Fire and had not heard back on whether the City could use it indefinitely. 
Heather then asked Council members if they should ask the City Manager to further look into it. The Council head nodded yes.

Mayor Skyberg asked Doug Colton to go next and speak on Public Input.
Doug stated his address of 475 Pioneer, Willamina. Doug said he also had a list of items he wanted to ask about. He brought up the water rates and said he pays $92.00 every month just like everyone else and asked why the senior discount was not looked into. Doug questioned the report that was in the News letter last month comparing the City of Willamina utility rates to other Cities and said it was inaccurate as those other cities have an allowable amount of water. Doug said there should be a retraction or further explanation. 
In addition, he added that Owners of Vacant houses should pay for water and sewer and that the City was losing revenue.
Last Doug thanked the Mayor on the Traffic Study on Pioneer. 
 
Correspondence from Marilyn Coates. 
Mayor Ila Skyberg
Mayor Skyberg past around a thank you note around the room from Marilyn Coates thanking Council for the going away gift.
Mayor Skyberg also noted that she received a thank you email from Ross Schultz for his parting gift. Mayor Skyberg then stated that for the record she purchased the gifts. 
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Ford Foundation Grant
Mayor Ila Skyberg
Mayor Skyberg commented that the City had been awarded a grant from the Ford Foundation and asked the City Recorder if it should be accepted by Council. Debbie responded and said the grant award was accepted by the City Manager and would be added to the Council Agenda in October to report on the details. 
 
1. Repainting of The Library
Mayor Ila Skyberg
Heather stated that it would be ridiculous to repaint the library. She added that if they felt so strongly about it why that didn’t it come up prior to painting the library. She suggested the repainting of the doors to a different shade of red. Heather then said the reality is the color on the building will eventually fade out. 
 
Repainting of The Library continued
Councilor Burr commented that he does not like to comment on color but could live with it. City Manager Bob Sivick offered details on the grant to the council and said the money used to the paint the library came from a $5000 grant; $3800 was already used and we have $1200 left for an awning and signage. He said if we use the remaining dollars plus general fund dollars and repaint it twice, the city could be in violation of the grant. Bob said he is not sure if the grantor would like that and the city could receive a request to return the money. 

The City Manager said he felt the Cities reputation could be damaged and be perceived that the city is not using grant monies wisely by the repainting. He said again whether we use grant monies or general fund dollars his fear is that the city’s reputation for getting new grants is somewhat damaged. Bob added that he understands that the dark green is preferred over a light green color but it could be perceived as wasteful. He also clarified the balance grant monies could be used for the exterior awning and signage. 

Bob Sivick went on and said if we paint it again and don’t like the color then would there be a desire to even paint it again because the color of green was not correct.   Mayor Skyberg then said she was very disappointed in the color. Mayor Skyberg said she wrote the grant and she wanted it pointed out that she was very disappointed with the color after all the talk on color as it was extensive. She said it took her 3 times to rewrite the grant and just pouty. 

Councilor Baller said she wanted to there to be a motion as to the decision on the library. Katie said she felt the window had closed regarding repainting of the library as the rains are coming. Katie added that having an awning would take away from the color. City Manager Bob Sivick advised that there should be an affirmative motion otherwise it dies tonight. 

MOTION: Councilor Vinson motion to paint the library doors a different color. Councilor Stritzke seconded. Motion passed unanimously with Councilors Baller, McKnight, Burr, Stritzke and Vinson voting aye.  All in favor. 

Bob Burr offered discussions if there were any repainting in the spring that it be donated dollars. Rita asked how soon we could get the awning and signage done. Debbie responded that we received a bid from Salem Tent and awning that was fabric. Jeff then said that a fabric awning would tear away during a snow event and he would recommend not putting up a fabric awning. Doug Colton from the audience suggested placing two posts and securing the footing of the awning. Doug also suggested an artistic writing on the wall of the building. Katie offered information regarding signage and said she knew a person that does artwork and could repair the signage. Bob Burr asked that staff come back with a bid for a metal awning; Bob Burr wanted to note that Salem Tent and Awning does not do metal awning.  Heather asked the Mayor if she had something to say about the repaint color of the doors. Ila responded no and that it could be discussed later. 
 
1. Roof Repairs at Dept. Store
Jeff Brown 
Jeff reported that he Chris Scholten and his crew would start scheduling his crew next week on the repairs of the new roof. His plan is to work the cricket and getting it pitched differently. Jeff also reported new damage which was a vertical crack that goes from top to bottom; he left a message for Chris Scholten to see the damage; also that you could see through to the adjacent building separated about 1 inch. He asked council for their thoughts and if it were concerning or not concerning. No responses.

1. Mayor Skyberg moved to the topic of moving the City Council regular meetings to West Valley Fire and adding moving the City Manager in to the Chambers. . Debbie reported that she had asked the West Valley staff and had not heard back on a decision. She added that West Valley Fire monthly meeting is the same night as the cities meeting. Craig Johnson from the audience asked if there would be a charge for use of the room. Doug Colton asked if there were a speaker system in the room. City Manager Bob Sivick advised Council they could take action to direct staff to follow through with investigating a permit solution on move to West Valley Fire; he added that the code states the second  council meetings will be held the second Thursday of the month and added that there would have to be a resolution to change the meeting date or place. Ila responded that the reason to move the West Valley is so that the City Manager could move down stairs in the chambers. The City Manager responded to that as said he would not recommend that they look at moving him into the Chambers as the reason to move council meetings. He recommended that the Council consider those topics separately. Kathie asked if there was a possibility to move the Accountant to Bob’s office upstairs. Bob responded that his personal feelings are that he does not want to move the accountant. Heather asked Bob if he felt it would be more valuable to be downs stairs. Bob responded that he does not feel that it is more or less valuable and the only thing he would comment on was the hvac system. 


1. Mayor Skyberg then moved to the subject of purchasing iPads. Debbie said that it would change the communications for the Council and it was so much cheaper than printing an agenda. She also advised that as we move into more information and activities the IPad would be an assest. Debbie also asked Bob Sivick if the City could pay for internet for the Councilors that did not have internet service at home. The City Manager responded that it is probably not illegal but would advise against it because of the possible risk of public perception. Heather said that she felt the IPads are very expensive and at this time it may not sound advisable. Debbie responded that the cost of paper is so high that we pay for an iPad over and over. Bob Burr asked the council if there were anyone did not have internet. Rita responded that she did not but she knows other cities are going to that and she said there must be a reasonable way for that service to be offered that could service us. Katie offered that the High School has iPad that are left over by students that may be a possibility for us to purchase. The City Manager added that the Council would not enjoy the cost benefits unless all the Council supports it. Jeff added that a few years back the Mayor was recalled for using a cell phone for person business. Rita then said there are laws on the book if you use your personal computer for City business you’re at risk for getting in trouble and having your computer tied up. She gave an example of a Councilor in McMinnville so she supported having on for City business would be hand. Heather then said we should direct staff to contact the schools to see if they have iPad’s  available; Rita said research on other cities and how they are using iPad would be interest. City Manager Bob Sivick added that the City he came from councilors were assigned laptops and were not approved internet access. He added that internet access has become like a normal utility. 

MOTION: Councilor Stritzke motion to adjourn. Councilor Vinson seconded. Motion passed unanimously with Councilors Baller, McKnight, Burr, Stritzke and Vinson voting aye.  All in favor. 

 
V. Agenda and Time of Next Meeting
 
The next meeting will be held at 6:00 PM on October 20, 2016 at: 
West Valley Fire
825 NE Main St
Willamina, Oregon 97132
 
The agenda for the next meeting is as follows:
Bids for an Awning over the doors at the library.
Follow-up of iPad.
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM by Mayor Ila Skyberg.
 
Minutes submitted by: City Recorder, Debbie Bernard

_______________________________________________________
 
Minutes approved by: Mayor Ila, Skyberg

_______________________________________________________
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