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Facts about Willamina 
 
POPULATION (2015)  
 
2,106 
 
Growth since 2000 – 14.2% (Nationally – 14.2%) 
 
Median Age – 37.5 yrs. (Nationally – 37.8 yrs.) 
 
Population under 25 yrs. – 33.7% (Nationally – 33.4%) 
 
Population over 65 yrs. – 14.8% (Nationally – 13.8%) 
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Facts about Willamina (cont.) 

EDUCATION 
 

 

 

Population over 25 years of age 
 

 

Less than High School Education – 18.2% (Nationally – 11.6%) 
 
High School Education or Greater – 81.8% (Nationally – 88.4%) 
 
Bachelor’s Degree or Greater – 11% (Nationally – 32.5%) 
 
Graduate or Professional Degree – 4.3% (Nationally – 12.0%) 
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Facts about Willamina (cont.) 
 
EMPLOYMENT by INDUSTRY (Full Time – 16 yrs. or over) 
 
Education and Health Care – 19.3% (Nationally – 23.7%) 
Entertainment, Lodging, Food Services – 16.4% (Nationally – 9.6%) 
Retail – 15.8% (Nationally – 11.9%) 
Manufacturing – 14.7% (Nationally – 10.4%) 
Transportation – 7.4% (Nationally – 4.9%) 
Agriculture, Forestry – 4.9% (Nationally – 2.0%) 
Construction – 4.9% (Nationally – 6.2%) 
Public Administration – 4.7% (Nationally – 4.9%) 
Professional, Scientific, Technical Services – 3.8% (Nationally – 10.9%) 
Information Services – 3.3% (Nationally – 2.8%) 
Finance and Insurance – 2.1% (Nationally – 6.9%) 
Other Services – 2.7% (Nationally – 5.8%) 
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Willamina Economic Development Issues 
ADVANTAGES 
Population Growth 
Young Residents 

DISADVANTAGES 
Lack of Proximity to Major Highways and Metropolitan Areas 
Lack of Residents with Advanced Degrees 
 

SOLUTION? 
We can not: 
Build a major highway through Willamina; 
Relocate Willamina to major metropolitan area; 
Increase population to 20 – 25K overnight; 
Have residents earn advanced degrees. 
 
We can: 
Pursue economic development with the assets we have. 
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Asset Based Economic Development 
Asset based economic development is a bottom up approach to 
economic development.  It builds on existing local resources to 
strengthen the local economy. 
It focuses on a community’s environmental, cultural, and 
economic advantages and leverages them into sustained economic 
growth. 
 
It requires: 
Strong leadership from the public and private sectors; 
Innovation; 
Collaboration between community leaders; 
Cultural shift and rethinking of attitudes towards economic 
development;  and 
A source of funding. 
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What are 
Willamina’s 

Assets? 
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What are 
Willamina’s 

Natural 
Assets? 
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What are 
Willamina’s 

Historic 
Assets? 
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What are 
Willamina’s 

Cultural 
Assets? 
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What are 
Willamina’s 

Underutilized 
Buildings and 

Sites? 
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What are 
Willamina’s 
Liabilities? 
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United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Building Blocks for Sustainable Communities 

 

Application for Assistance Submitted in September, 2016 

Recipients Chosen in December, 2016 

Willamina one of only 25 Communities Nationwide Chosen for this 
Program 

 

Infill Development 
Repurposing Unused or Underutilized Lots and Buildings in Downtown 
Commercial District 

Program helps local Governments identify Obstacles to Infill 
Development and Strategies for Overcoming those Obstacles 

If successful, Infill Development will Increase Property Values and 
Create a Critical Mass of Rehabilitation and New Development which will 
Act as a Catalyst for More Development 

 

National Team will be Visiting Willamina on February 6 and 7, 2017 to 
Observe and Evaluate the City and Make a Public Presentation of Findings 
and Recommendations 
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Proposed Schedule – Economic Development 
 

Willamina City Council Work Session – December 6, 2016 

Town hall Meeting – January 10, 2017 
     Political Leaders, Business Leaders, Community as a Whole 

Visit & Evaluation by Community Planning & Economic 
Development Experts – February 6 and 7, 2017 

Saturday Workshop on Economic Development & 
Revitalization – March, 2017 
     Political Leaders, Business Leaders, Community as a Whole 

Willamina City Council Formulation of Economic 
Development Visioning Committee – April, 2017 
     Members to Include:  Elected Officials, Business Leaders, Community      

     Leaders, Educational Leaders 

Formulation of Economic Development & Revitalization 
Plan – Remainder of 2017 

 

2018 & Beyond – PROGRESS! 
 

 

 

 



LEGAL Questions or comments? 
 
 

Bob Sivick 
Willamina City Manager 

Willamina City Hall 
411 Northeast C Street 

Willamina, Oregon 97396-2783 
(503) 876-2242, Extension 103 

sivickr@ci.willamina.or.us 
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